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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 3, "as least" 
should read -at least-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 3 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains'subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to 
which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. The specification does not enable the hosel to have a flange when the recess 
or protrusions are present.. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 6-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Smith (USPN 2198350). 
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Regarding claim 1 , Smith discloses a golf club head comprising a golf club head 
body, a striking plate mounted to the golf club head body, a hosel including a reduced 
section having annular protrusions and recesses on the outer periphery thereof, and a 
wrapping layer 22 made of a light material wrapped around the reduced section of the 
hosel including annular recesses and annular protrusions (See Figures 3 and 4). 

Regarding claim 2, Smith discloses the hosel having an engaging hole for 
engaging with a shaft 18 (See Figures 3 and 4). 

Regarding claim 3, Smith discloses the hosel having a top end distal to the golf 
club head body and flange 28 being formed on the top end of the hosel (See Figures 3 
and 4). 

Regarding claim 6, Smith discloses the annular protrusions and recesses in the 
reduced section of the hosel being conical in a bottom edge wall thereof (See Figures 3 
and 4). 

Regarding claim 7, Smith discloses the reduced section of the hosel extending to 
a joint area between the hosel and the striking plate (See Figures 1-4). 

Regarding claim 8, Smith discloses the annular protrusions and recesses in the 
reduced section of the hosel being conical in a bottom edge wall thereof (See Figures 3 
and 4). 

Regarding claim 9, Smith discloses the hosel having an engaging hole for 
engaging with a shaft 18 (See Figures 3 and 4). 



i 
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Regarding claim 10, Smith discloses the hosel having a top end distal to the golf 
club head body and flange 28 being formed on the top end of the hosel (See Figures 3 
and 4). 

Regarding claim 11, Smith discloses the at least one annular protrusion or recess 
on the reduced section including at least one protrusion on an outer periphery thereof. 

Regarding claim 12, Smith discloses the at least one annular protrusion or recess 
on the reduced section including at least one recess on an outer periphery thereof. 

Regarding claims 13-15, present claims set forth a product formed by process. It 
is submitted that Smith is capable of being formed through the same processes being 
that the final product is the same as that of the applicant's invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3 and 6-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cleveland (USPN 4516778) in view of Smith (USPN 2198350). 

Regarding claim 1 , Cleveland discloses a golf club head comprising a golf club 
head body, a striking plate mounted to the golf club head body, a hosel including a 
reduced section and a wrapping layer 16 made of a light material wrapped around the 
reduced section of the hosel 2 (See Figures 3 and 4). Cleveland does not discloses the 
hosel or wrapping layer having annular protrusions and recesses. Smith discloses a 



Application/Control Number: 10/668,196 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3711 

golf club head comprising a golf club head body, a striking plate mounted to the golf 
club head body, a hosel including a reduced section having annular protrusions and 
recesses on the outer periphery thereof, and a wrapping layer 22 made of a light 
material wrapped around the reduced section of the hosel including annular recesses 
and annular protrusions (See Figures 3 and 4). One having ordinary skill in the art would 
have found it obvious to have annular protrusions and recesses, as taught by Smith, in 
order to strengthen the hosel. 

Regarding claim 2, Cleveland discloses the hosel having an engaging hole for 
engaging with a shaft 6 (See Figures 3 and 4). 

Regarding claim 3, Smith discloses the hosel having a top end distal to the golf 
club head body and flange 28 being formed on the top end of the hosel (See Figures 3 
and 4). 

Regarding claim 6, Smith discloses the annular protrusions and recesses in the 
reduced section of the hosel being conical in a bottom edge wall thereof (See Figures 3 



and 4). 

Regarding claim 7, Cleveland discloses the reduced section of the hosel 
extending to a joint area between the hosel and the striking plate (See Figures 3 and 4). 

Regarding claim 8, Smith discloses the annular protrusions and recesses in the 
reduced section of the hosel being conical in a bottom edge wall thereof (See Figures 3 
and 4). 

Regarding claim 9, Cleveland discloses the hosel having an engaging hole for 
engaging with a shaft 6 (See Figures 3 and 4). 
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Regarding claim 10, Smith discloses the hosel having a top end distal to the golf 
club head body and flange 28 being formed on the top end of the hosel (See Figures 3 
and 4). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Smith discloses the at least one annular protrusion or recess 
on the reduced section including at least one protrusion on an outer periphery thereof. 

Regarding claim 12, Smith discloses, the at least one annular protrusion or recess 
on the reduced section including at least one recess on an outer periphery thereof. 

Regarding claims 13-15, present claims set forth a product formed by process. It 
is submitted that Cleveland and Smith are capable of being formed through the same 
processes being that the final product is the same as that of the applicant's invention. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

- Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alvin A. Hunter whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
441 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30AM 
to 4:00PM Eastern Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Greg Vidovich, can be reached on 571-272-4415. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) 

AAfJ 

Alvin A. Hunter, Jr. 
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